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There’s a scene in Star Wars Episode IV – A New Hope – where Princess Leia, Hans Solo, 

Chewbacca, and Luke Skywalker find themselves on the detention level of the Death Star in a 

trash compactor whose walls are closing in quickly. Their efforts to slow the walls down were 

ineffective. Leia and Hans tried every way conceivable to brace the walls with something to 

stop the progression of eminent death. Chewbacca tried to use brute force. Steel poles were 

snapped like toothpicks as Luke desperately called out to C3PO on his com-link to shut the 

system down.          
 

Meanwhile, in another area of the Death Star, C3PO thought that Storm Troopers might have 

captured the crew, but he couldn’t hear Luke’s cries because he had forgotten to turn on his 

com. He asked R2D2 to look for the missing friends and began to search for and call out to 

Skywalker.          
 

Just seconds before the four heroes became pancakes, squeaky little R2D2 reminded C3PO to 

connect with Luke via his com link. Thank you! As soon as C3PO turned on his com device, he 

heard Luke’s cries for help and quickly shut down the trash compactor, saving the four  

panicked good guys. They all took a deep breath, hugged one another then looked for a way 

out. And then the next scene began. Just like that. Crisis averted. Easy-peasy-lemon-squeezy. 

All is well. 
 

IF ONLY life were so simple! I’m going to be honest with you: I often feel like I am in that 

trash compactor with the walls closing in and I am fighting tooth and nail to experience that all

-is-well peace. How about you? This is a battle that can only be fought on my knees. 
 

My day begins by praying for others: folks who are struggling, not well, harassed by life; for 

people in our world who are abused, homeless -the list is endless. I pray...and at times feel like 

curling up in a fetal position. The walls are pressing hard. The aches are real. Under the weight 

of it all, I’m thankful for what I know of God. I know that God is in the middle of it all - that 

God is right beside me. Right beside the people I pray for.  
 

I also know that without God’s strength I crumble. Without God’s presence I panic. Without 

the Holy Spirit I wander and wonder and wane. No matter what you and I face, we never face it 

alone. There is power in prayer, power in God’s nearness, power in the pouring out of emo-

tions. Especially when the walls of life press in on you. Press into prayer – even when it is hard 

to pray.  
 

There is never a time when God does not hear the cries of His children. Believe it.  

Though walls press in, God is able and available to work within – deeply and gently – with a 

grace that gives strength and is sufficient for your every need.             
 

Peace, 

Pastor Judy 



Council Minutes 

 
OLD ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - 01/10/2021 

 
In attendance were:  Mark Sigmon, Ken Kiser, Lisa Black, Josh Winchester, Robin Sigmon, Jody 
Laffon, Terrell  Setzer,   Tony Setzer, Christy Stowe and Amy Sigmon.   Absent: Lanny Hartsoe, Beth 
Wilson, Pastor Judy and Mary Cansler. 
 

Mark Sigmon opened with devotion and prayer. 
 

The minutes for December 13th meeting were not reviewed and approved in the January 10th 
 meeting. 
 

Discussed Benevolence money payout for 2020 to the Community Navigator designated $1000.00. 
Motion made to send $1000.00 by Terrell Setzer and seconded by Tony Setzer.  Approved  

unanimously 
 

Robin Sigmon presented Treasurer's  report.  
2020 spending was $210,947 
2020 budget was $247,781 
$36,000 under budget 

 

Christy Stowe reported on Sunday School which resumed in December 2020. 
questioned the need for separate Sunday School checking accounts   

no action taken 
discussed starting Adult Sunday School classes 

to discuss with Adult Teachers and come up with recommendation   
 

Deacons reported average attendance inside and outside approximately 80 people. 
discussed moving Sunday Service in Family Life Center into sanctuary 

no action taken 
 

Trustee report:  discussed sanctuary renovation  
      decided to table for several months due to: 

COVID-19 concerns   
low attendance  
additional items such as ceiling painting, backup heat, and  electrical work in 

Fellowship Hall have increased costs passed budget 
 

Other items: 
Lenten Services to be held on Wednesday nights at 7pm, no meal 
Angela Kanipe requested to begin singing with masks, Mark to discuss with Pastor Judy. 
Special Council meeting on Sunday, January 31 at 6:30pm to discuss changes to the church 

constitution, Jody Laffon to provide hard copies prior to meeting. 
Jody discussed church management software Tithely, which provides online giving,  
 website, etc.  $49 monthly fee and $49 one time setup fee through ELCA 
Discussed sound system upgrade before renovation.general consensus was to do it during 

renovation 
Tony Setzer requested council meeting minutes to be published for the whole congregation 

to see the answer was yes after approval by council  
 

Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer. 
Next meeting will be February 7th at 6:30 pm.   
 

Respectfully submitted by Amy Sigmon, Recording Secretary 
 



OLD ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - 02/07/2021 
 
In attendance were: Mark Sigmon, Ken Kiser, Lisa Black, Beth Wilson, Lanny Hartsoe, Robin  
Sigmon, Jody Laffon, Terrell  Setzer, Tony Setzer, Christy Stowe, Pastor Judy Drysdale, Joni  
Bentley and Amy Sigmon.   Absent: Josh Winchester 
 

Mark Sigmon called the meeting and Pastor Judy Drysdale led in prayer. 
 

The minutes for December 13th and January 10th meeting were reviewed and approved with  
corrections noted in the February 7th  meeting. 
 

Terrell Setzer and Robin Sigmon said they would review current historic church guidelines to  
discuss amending them the next Council meeting.   
 

Mary Cansler resigned January 17th. Kevin Black agreed to fill in the interim until next  
congregational meeting in December 2021.  It was asked if there were any other recommendations; 
motion was made by Terrell Setzer that Joni Bentley be appointed Financial Secretary and Jody 
Laffon seconded the motion. Council approved motion. 
 

Pastor Report:  Pastor Judy Drysdale said that Erin Ollis the office assistant has been proactive in 
her new position.  Pastor requested that if anyone knows of someone in Hospice or sick to let her 
know.  She would like to reach out to them.  Pastor has a position at Trinity Ridge working 10-15 
hours a week.  Josh Copeland will be getting married Friday, February 12, 2021. 
 

Treasurer Report: 
 Robin Sigmon presented that General Fund did not make budget for January 2021.   

$1,000 paid out to the Community Navigators for 2020 Benevolence 
$1,600 for an installment to insurance 
$1,100 transferred from Rental Fund to put in new carpet in Parsonage 
$400 expenses used for mileage and lodging  for out of state candidates being inter-

viewed for Pastor's position 
 

Tony Setzer discussed receiving multiple phone calls regarding opening up the Family Life Center 
for events.     Christy Stowe stated that the CDC has guidelines regarding indoor events. 
 

Jody Laffon moved to continue with the Poor Man's Supper as a curbside event.  Terrell Setzer  
seconded the motion and was approved by Council. 
 

Lenten Service will be held Wednesday nights at 7:00 pm.  The Holden Evening Prayer service will 
have singing with masks. 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 17th  will have a 12pm service and online service available, along with a 
7pm service. 
 

Sunrise service will be held outside on Sunday, April 4th at the Historic Church. 
 

Trustee Report: Lanny Hartsoe said the gutters on the side of the Sunday School wing have been 
replaced. 
 

Jody Laffon asked if Old St. Paul's could apply for the second payroll stimulus again.  Robin  
Sigmon said  yes, with documentation showing a 25% deduction in revenue in one quarter a year. 
 

Sunday School Report:  Christy Stowe asked if anyone knew of any elderly and shut-ins to let her 
know so the kids can send cards. 
 

Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer. 
Next meeting will be March 14th at 6:30 pm.   
 

Respectfully submitted by Amy Sigmon, Recording Secretary 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             5th Sunday of Easter 

 Sunday, May 2nd 

 Acts 8:26-40 

 Psalm 22:25-31 

 1 John 4:7-21 

 John 15:1-8  

 

 Pentecost 

 Sunday, May 23rd 

 Acts 2:1-21 

 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 Romans 8:22-27 

 John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, May 9th 

Acts 10:44-48 

Psalm 98 

1 John 5:1-6 

John 15:9-17 

 

The Holy Trinity 

Sunday, May 30th 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

Psalm 29 

Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17   
    
 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP LECTIONARY TEXTS 

7th  Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, May 16th 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

Psalm  1 

1 John 5:9-13 

John 17:6-19 

 

    
    

 

 



1 Dave Mingus 

2 Tim Jones 

3 Leann Bradshaw 

4 Alice Setzer 

5 Eugene Laffon 

Collene Marlowe 

6 Bill Black 

11 Amber Sain 

Logan Stewart 

18 Zane Wilson 

19 Chris Elliott 

22 Bernadette Duncan 

24 Mary Cansler 

25 Joyce Sims 

27 Micah Haynes 

28 Carolyn Deal 

Jeff Jones 

29 Caleb Bollinger 

30 Amy Sigmon 

Zachary Drim 

31 Kaitlyn Moss 

Clay Parker 

Serving in May: 

Gloria Lentz 

Judy Leatherman 

April Attendance 
 
 

 
4th             49 (sunrise) 

 

                  115 (10:00) 
 
11th            60 
 

18th            67 

 

25th            76 



 

     Old St. Paul Lutheran Church 

 

 Rev. Judy Lewis Drysdale, Interim Pastor   

          jlewisdrysdale@gmail.com, 704-984-0398 
 

     Angela Kanipe, Music Director 
 

    Carolyn Sosebee, Organist 
 

              Joshua Lewis Copeland, Administrative Assistant 
              oldstpauloffice@gmail.com          Church Office:  828-464-9786  

                                Office Hours: Tuesday—Thursday 9am-1pm                                                  
        

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Erin Ollis, Administrative Assitant 

 

Make sure you listen to the Radio Broadcast each 

Sunday morning if you can’t be at Church during this 

Pandemic. 11:30AM  on 101.3 FM and 1230 AM OR 

Watch on the church FACEBOOK page for FAC-

BOOK LIVE! 

The Church will be sending out emails each Tuesday through our new 

service called MailChimp. If you do not get the weekly email already, 

you can sign up for our weekly E-News by contacting the church     

office at: oldstpauloffice@gmail.com or 828-464-9786 

                Call Committee Update 

The call committee is continuing its work of calling a new 

pastor. There is no major   update at this time. Please  

continue to pray for the work of this important committee.  

If you know of anyone graduating from high school or College,  

please let the church office know. 


